Community Coalition for Social Justice
PO Box 160
Morgantown, WV 26507-0160
ccsjwv@hotmail.com
www.ccsjwv.org
UPDATE: 1 OCTOBER 2019
MISSION STATEMENT: The Community Coalition for Social Justice is a coalition of organizations and
individuals dedicated to promoting the principles of social, environmental, and economic justice and
respect for all persons. We oppose discrimination and hate-motivated violence in Morgantown and
surrounding communities.
STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING AND MEMBERSHIP: Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 15th, at
7:00 p.m. at Panera’s on Patteson Drive. We have reserved the back meeting room.
Please send your web site suggestions to Mike Attfield at attfield@comcast.net. Please contact any of
the steering committee members to volunteer to help and to share your suggestions for our work or email us at ccsjwv@hotmail.com. Please send items to share with our membership to Barb Howe at
barbara.howe@mail.wvu.edu.
PLEASE ALSO REMEMBER TO SEND YOUR DUES - $10 for individuals and $25 for organizations – to CCSJ, PO Box
160, Morgantown, WV 26507-0160. You can join or donate by credit card via PayPal on our web site.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY 2020: Our Fourteenth Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration will be
on January 20, 2020, and we are pleased to report that the City of Morgantown has again committed
funding to support this event.
This year’s program will feature Ilene Evans portraying Harriet Tubman (18201913). “Tubman was born into slavery in Maryland but escaped through the
Underground Railroad in 1849. She became the most famous leader of that
network, aiding slaves in their escape to free states and Canada. When the Civil
War erupted her underground experiences and knowledge of covert operations
made her an invaluable resource to Federal officers. She served as a spy, nurse,
scout, and guide for Union troops and was present at the ill-fated assault of Fort
Wagner by the 54th Massachusetts in South Carolina.”
This presentation is a History Alive! program of the West Virginia Humanities
Council.
CCSJ AT “STILL THEY RESISTED” EVENT: Mike Attfield spoke about CCSJ at the “Still They Resisted” program
at First Presbyterian Church on September 15th, and he and Judy Cohen spoke with those attending the
event during the reception after the program.
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NEW MEMBER ORGANIZATION: We welcome the Morgantown Church of the Brethren-Mennonite as a new
organizational member of CCSJ. The church is located at 464 Virginia Avenue.
ANNUAL MEETING REVIEW: About 30 people attended our picnic at the Scotts Run Museum on September
8th. We were especially pleased to welcome members of the Greater Morgantown Interfaith
Association and League of Women Voters, Morgantown City Council member Barry Wendell,
Morgantown Deputy Mayor Rachel Fetty, Morgantown Mayor Bill Kawecki, and House of Delegates
member Danielle Walker.
FIND US ON FACEBOOK! Just look for “Community Coalition for Social Justice” under “Groups”
and become our friend. Thanks to Mike Sharley for being our group “leader.”
LOCAL NEWS
MORGANTOWN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: The next regular meeting will be
Thursday, October 17th at 6:30 p.m. in the Public Safety Building Conference Room
on Spruce Street. You can get copies of the agendas and minutes for the
commission meetings at
www.morgantownwv.gov/government/commissions/human-rightscommission/human-rights-commission-agenda-minutes/.
You can find a calendar of annual human rights observances at
www.morgantownwv.gov/wp-content/uploads/Annual-HR-Observances.pdf.
Here are the events for October:
LGBT History Month – Marks and celebrates the lives and achievements of lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender people in the United States.
Domestic Violence Awareness Month – A time for celebrating the strength of battered women
and their children and for connecting those working to end violence against women and
children.
National Crime Prevention Month - Special awareness for the practice of crime prevention as
well as victimization, volunteerism, and the need to create safer more connected
neighborhoods and communities.
October 1: International Day of Older Persons – Appreciates the contributions which older
persons in diverse situations make to their communities and recognizes the need for
opportunities for willing and capable persons of advanced age to participate in and be
celebrated for their action in society.
October 14: Indigenous People Day (Native American Day) – Celebrates and honors Native
American history and culture.
October 15: World Food Day – A day for awareness of the need for greater equity in access to
food production and distribution locally, statewide, nationally and internationally.
October 17: International Day for the Eradication of Poverty – Call to action for the eradication
of poverty and destitution worldwide.
October 24: United Nations Day – Commemorates the founding of the United Nations in 1945.
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October 31: World Cities Day – “The human future is largely an urban future. We must get right
the reduction of greenhouse emissions, strengthening resilience, ensuring basic services such as
water and sanitation, and designing safe public streets and spaces for all to share.” (UN
Sec.Gen.)
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS: The League of Women Voters is working with a state and a
local group to begin planning for the 100th anniversary of the 19th amendment, which
gave all women in the country the right to vote in 2020. If you are interested in
participating in the planning, please contact Vicki Conner at vicki_conner@msn.com.
The League of Women Voters of Morgantown-Monongalia, League of Women Voters of
West Virginia, and Mountaineers for Progress will be marching in the WVU Homecoming Parade on
Friday, October 4th. Line-up at 5:30 p.m. for the parade at 6:30 p.m. “Join WV Women Vote to march in
the WVU homecoming parade. We are marching in honor of women’s right to vote, passed in 1920.
We’re marching to honor our long-ago sisters and our future sisters. No costume needed, call 304-2922640 or message Vicki Conner for details.”
The League’s Fall Membership Meeting will be Thursday, October 17th at 7:00 p.m. Dr. Katharine
Antolini, chair of History and International Studies at West Virginia Wesleyan, will be the speaker. She is
well known for her research about women’s suffrage.
GREATER MORGANTOWN INTERFAITH ASSOCIATION (GMIA) EVENT
IS OCTOBER 20TH: The annual GMIA October event will be
Sunday, October 20th, at First Presbyterian Church, 456
Spruce Street, Morgantown, at 4:00 p.m. The program is
entitled “Everyone is Sacred: How Religion Calls Us To Embrace Our Shared Humanity.” There will be a
panel discussion followed by dinner and a reception.
You can follow GMIA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MorgantownInterfaithAssociation/ or on the
web at www.morgantowninterfaith.org. The email address is morgantowninterfaith@gmail.com.
MORGANTOWN NOW CHAPTER MEETS OCTOBER 8TH: This meeting will be from 7:00 to
8:30 p.m. at the Friends Meeting House, 648 E. Brockway. Follow this group on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/MorgantownNow/
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NAACP MEETS OCTOBER 15TH: The next meeting will be Tuesday, October 15th,
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pines Country Club.
The NAACP will again be hosting an essay contest in conjunction with Martin
Luther King, Jr., Day. Dr. Jerry Carr, the Branch president, has reported that
the “Essay Committee has already established a theme: ‘What’s Different
Today? Civil Rights Before and After Martin Luther King.’ Essays must be a
minimum of 300 words and must focus on a civil rights topic (not on Martin Luther King’s
biography).” More details will follow here.
For more information about the Morgantown/Kingwood Branch of the NAACP, please email
Morgantown.NAACP3241@gmail.com or go to www.MorgantownNAACP.org.
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF MORGANTOWN PROGRAMS FOR OCTOBER: The
October Wellness events are as follows:
October 6: A Panel of Caregivers – Celebration of Caregiving
October 13: General Assembly in review with the Musick Williams
October 20: An Environmental Theme at Heritage Village
October 27: Planetary Health and Food Issues
Except where noted, all events are at the Fellowship building at 429 Warrick Street at 10:45 a.m. unless
otherwise noted. All are welcome. The Fellowship is a member organization of CCSJ.
MORGANTOWN PFLAG MEETS OCTOBER 15TH: This
meeting will be at the Colonial Park Apartments
Community Room, 3298 University Avenue,
Morgantown, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

5

The October Social Saturday will be at the downtown Panera at 207 Willey Street on October 19th from
9:00 to 11:00 a.m. The November Social Saturday will be November 16th at the same time and place.
PFLAG is sponsoring “Raising Transgender Kids Meeting” on November 2nd from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. “This
meeting is for anyone (parents, grandparents, guardians, etc.) raising transgender kids.
“We will get together to chat, discuss struggles and successes, and share resources. Location will be kidfriendly so please feel free to bring your trans and non-trans kids!
Please email info@pflagmorgantown.org or call 304-296-8236 for details on the specific meeting
location for this event.
“PFLAG Morgantown provides support and education to all parents, family, friends, and allies of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people in the Morgantown, West Virginia area.”
Follow PFLAG on Facebook at www.facebook.com/pflagmorgantown/ or www.pflagmorgantown.org.
MORGANTOWN PRIDE: This group “provides social and
educational resources for the LGBTQ+ Community, Friends and
Allies in Mon. County.” Follow this group’s activities on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/MorgantownWVPride/.
The next meeting will be Sunday, October 6th, at 11:00 a.m. at
Terra Café, 425 Industrial Avenue, in Star City. “This regular
meeting is to build community with our friends, families and
neighbors on the first Sunday of the month. We encourage you
order drinks at Terra Cafe and join us in the conference room
for some community time. If you have time feel free to
participate in our monthly meetings starting at 10.”
“Celebrate National Coming Out Day on October 11th with a good 'ol
hoedown down with Morgantown Pride!
“This event will feature live music from Josie Martin and Natural Rat, and
Paisley Fields! In between musical acts, local amateur drag queens and kings
will take the stage!
“Ticket pre-sales can be purchased through the Pride website. All pre-sales
are $10 and come with a Pride Pack, which comes Morgantown Pride sticker
pack, one drink ticket, one and admission ticket into the show. At-door
tickets will be $12. Please note, this event is for ages 18+.
“Doors open at 8pm, Music begins at 9pm, See ya'll at the show!”
Morgantown Pride is hosting this event, starting at 5:00 p.m. at Tin
202, 202 High Street, Morgantown. “We're looking forward to a night
of fun at Tin 202. Throw on your favorite tropical shirt, and get ready
to kick back and enjoy some amazing food and handcrafted cocktails.
“10% of purchases will be donated to Morgantown Pride!”
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WVU NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
SPONSORS SCREENING OF “DAWNLAND” ON
OCTOBER 14TH: “Join the Native American
Studies Program for a free and open to
the public screening of DAWNLAND. Plan
to arrive by 2:45 p.m. The film begins at 3
p.m. Light refreshments provided. The
event will be moderated by Dr. Cari
Carpenter.” The event will be held in the
Greenbrier Room of the WVU
Mountainlair.
WVU CENTER FOR BLACK CULTURE AND RESEARCH: There will be a WVU Homecoming Tailgate on Saturday,
October 5th. For more information, please call the Center at 304-293-2967.
WVU LGBTQ CENTER EVENTS: Here are the weekly events for this group:
“Every Monday: ACE Tea! @ 2:00 - 3:00 PM. Join Brandi for this weekly group for
Asexual camaraderie and tea.
“Every Tuesday: Snacks & Cartoons @ 3:30 - 4:30 PM. Join Daniel for an afternoon
snack, cartoons and fun.
“Every Wednesday: Genderwhat?! @ 2:00 - 3:00 PM. Join this weekly discussion group with Erica and
friends to learn more about the gender non-binary spectrum, play games, make crafts and be yourself.”
“Join the LGBTQ+ Center in celebrating LatinX and Hispanic identities
during Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 – October 15). During the
month, we are hosting a LatinX Film & Discussion Series about the
intersection of LatinX, Hispanic and LGBTQ+ Identities.
“Join us at 1:00 PM every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at the LGBTQ+
Center (Maple House, 724 College Avenue) for the following films in
October:”
October 2: “Odd People Out”
October 4: “Y Tu Mamá También”
October 7: “El Canto del Colibri Latino: Immigrant Men and Their LGBTQ
Family Members”
October 9: “Peyote”
October 14: “Naomi Campbell - A Trans Woman in Chile Seeks a Better Life”
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STATE-WIDE AND AREA EVENTS
Information about the Kanawha Valley NOW chapter is available at
www.facebook.com/Kanawha-Valley-NOW-1976287046030339/?ref=br_rs or email
kanawhavalleynow@gmail.com.
West Virginia NOW has a Facebook page at www.facebook.com/WestVirginiaNow. The West Virginia
NOW Annual Meeting will be held on November 23rd. Details will follow.
West Virginia NOW ANNUAL MEETING
ACLU OF WEST VIRGINIA IS HIRING IMMIGRANTS’ RIGHTS COORDINATOR: “The
American Civil Liberties Union of West Virginia, the state’s leading civil
liberties and civil rights organization, seeks a full-time Immigrants’ Rights
Campaign Coordinator to build upon our past work and implement an
effective campaign to help educate, organize and advocate in support of
immigrant communities in the Mountain State.
“The ACLU of West Virginia seeks a dynamic, innovative, and passionate individual to serve as its fulltime Immigrants’ Rights Campaign Coordinator. This is a newly created, grant-funded position with
responsibility for creating and implementing a plan to help educate, organize and advocate in support of
immigrants’ rights in West Virginia. The Immigrants’ Rights Campaign Coordinator will play a lead role in
building a coalition of impacted community members, activists, faith leaders, business leaders and
service providers to create space and help immigrants in the state come out from the shadows.
“The ACLU of West Virginia’s main office is in Charleston. However, the Immigrants’ Rights Campaign
Coordinator will be working statewide. The job will require significant in-state travel and likely
occasional out-of-state travel. The Immigrants’ Rights Campaign Coordinator will report directly to the
ACLU of West Virginia’s Executive Director and will work in close collaboration with the ACLU of West
Virginia’s Community Outreach Director, as well as policy, communications, and legal staff.
“This is an ideal opportunity for a talented organizer and communicator to have a significant impact on
civil liberties and civil rights in the Mountain State. The professional who holds this position will have
the opportunity to mobilize activists and help grow a recognized leader of the resistance to the attacks
on our civil liberties.
“This position is primarily grant-funded, with a minimum commitment for two years of funding.”
More information is available at www.acluwv.org/en/jobs/immigrants-rights-campaign-coordinator.
“The ACLU-WV is excited to bring back our Bill of Rights event
with our 2019 Bill of Rights Bash on November 16th.
“At this year's Bill of Rights Bash, we are honored to host Nihad
Awad, CEO and Founder of the Council on American Islamic
Relations (CAIR) as the keynote speaker. The evening will also
include a salute to two extraordinary West Virginians. This year's
Roger Baldwin Award for service to the state will be awarded to
Sharon Lewis, Executive Director of the Women's Health Center
of West Virginia, and the Sid Bell Memorial Award for service to the ACLU-WV will honor Tony Majestro
of Powell & Majestro P.L.L.C. You can also browse our silent auction and enjoy a unique musical group.
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“As we approach our 100th year, the ACLU continues to be the nation's defender of liberty, demanding
that the promise of the Bill of Rights be extended to everyone. We hope you can join us for this
thought-provoking and entertaining evening.
“Please consider supporting the ACLU-WV as a sponsor of our event, or by placing an ad in our event
program. You can browse sponsorship options (nonprofit options available) and purchase online or by
mailing payment to and purchase by mailing a check and this form to the ACLU-WV office OR purchase
online here.
“Ads may also be purchased by mailing a check and this form to the ACLU-WV office OR purchased
online here. Ads must be submitted by October 25th to be included in the event program.”
RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS IN OCTOBER 2019 FROM PETER CLARK
Observing LGBT History Month
For Native Americans, October marks the season of the Cherokee Green Corn Ceremony and the season
of Xlaaw, the season to put up food for the coming winter.
Wednesday, October 2
· Jashan-e Mehregan – Zoroastrianism
A celebratory festival of friendship, righteousness and justice.
Friday, October 4
· Feast Day of Saint Francis of Assisi – Christianity
A celebration of the patron saint of animals and ecology and the founder of the Franciscan Roman
Catholic religious order, known for its ethic of simplicity and service. Many Christians mark this festival
by bringing their animal companions to churches for a blessing.
Saturday, October 5
· Bodhidharma Memorial – Buddhism
This day celebrates the monk (5th – 6th centuries C.E.) who emigrated from India and is credited with
transmitting Ch’an [Zen] Buddhism to China.
· Worldwide General Conference begins – Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
This is the largest worship service for Latter-day Saints (also known as Mormons) and lasts for two days.
Conference proceedings are broadcast live over the Internet and through other electronic media.
Sunday, October 6
· World Communion Sunday – Christianity
Tuesday, October 8
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· Yom Kippur [Day of Atonement] – Judaism
The holiest day of the Jewish year. To reestablish their relationship with God, Jews ask for forgiveness
and forgive others [Kol Nidre], and then they can confess their sins and ask for divine forgiveness. Prayer
and fasting begin at sundown on this day and continue through the following day.
· Dashara, Vijaya Dashami, or Dussehra – Hinduism
Celebrates the triumph of Durga, the Divine Mother who manifests fierce compassion, over the forces of
evil, as well as commemorating Rama’s victory over the demon Ravana.
Saturday, October 12
· Ghambar Ayathrem – Zoroastrianism [through Wednesday, October 16]
This festival celebrates the creation of plants, the sowing of winter crops, and herds’ return from
pasture.
Sunday, October 13
· Sukkot [Festival of Tabernacles] begins – Judaism
Also known as the Festival of Booths and the Harvest Festival, Jews celebrate this time as a pilgrimage
feast and time of thanksgiving. The booths or huts remind Jews of the tents used by the Israelites during
their years wandering in the wilderness, as well as the dwellings used by Jewish farmers at harvest time.
· Nichiren Shonin Memorial – Buddhism
This day celebrates the monk (1222 – 1282 C.E.) who encouraged his followers to devote themselves to
the Lotus Sūtra as the exclusive means to enlightenment.
Monday, October 14
· Pavarana – Buddhism
This day is the end of the three-month Vassa or rains retreat observed by Theravadin Buddhist monks.
Wednesday, October 16
· ‘Ilm – Bahá’í
The beginning of the twelfth month of the Bahá’í year, meaning “knowledge.”
Thursday, October 17
· Birth of Gurū Ram Das – Sikhism
This date in the Nanakshahi tradition celebrates the birth of the 4th Sikh gurū (1534 – 1581 C.E.), who is
remembered for organizing the structure of Sikh society and for composing a four-stanza hymn that is
the basis of many Sikh wedding ceremonies.
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· Karwa Chauth – Hinduism
A day of fasting for married women, in which they dress like new brides and offer prayers for the long
lives and safety of their husbands. Husbands offer sweets to their spouses at the end of the fast, once
the moon is sighted.
Sunday, October 20
· Installation of the Gurū Granth Sahib – Sikhism
This date in the Nanakshahi tradition celebrates the transmission of the gurūship to the Holy Scriptures
(the Gurū Granth Sahib Ji) by the tenth gurū, Gobind Singh Ji.
· Shemini Atzeret [Eighth Day of Assembly] – Judaism
This eighth day of Sukkot [Festival of Tabernacles] features prayers for rain and a good harvest in the
coming year. It begins at sundown.
Monday, October 21
· Simchat Torah – Judaism
This festival, also known as “Rejoicing with the Law,” marks the end of Sukkot and the completion of the
Torah reading cycle with the beginning of reading the first book again. Jews celebrate this day by
singing, dancing, and marching around the synagogue or temple with Torah scrolls. This festival begins
at sundown.
Thursday, October 24
· United Nations Day
· Anniversary of the Martyrdom of Gurū Tegh Bahadur Ji – Sikhism
This day commemorates the martyrdom of the ninth of the Ten Sikh Gurūs (1621-1675 C.E.). He is
remembered for defending the Sikh faith, as well as the rights of Hindus and the cause of religious
liberty.
Sunday, October 27
· Diwali (Deepavali) – Hinduism, Jainism, and Sikhism
The festival of lights and Hinduism’s most popular festival. It is dedicated to the Goddess Kali in Bengal
and to Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth, in the rest of India. Diwali is also associated with stories of the
destruction of evil by the god Vishnu in one of his many forms, as well as with the coronation of Sri
Rama. Sweets and gifts are exchanged, and it is a time for cleaning and preparing for the future. This
festival is also celebrated by Sikhs and Jains, with this day bearing additional names and significance as
shown immediately below.
· Bandi Chhor Divas – Sikhism
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Called “the day of the prisoner’s release,” this festival marks the return of the sixth gurū, Sri Hargobind
Ji, and 52 other princes with him to the holy city of Amritsar after being released from detention in 1619
C.E.
· Mahavira Nirvana – Jainism
On this day Jains celebrate that the soul of Lord Mahavir (6th century B.C.E.), the 24th Tirthankara,
attained nirvana and release from the cycle of rebirth [moksha].
Monday, October 28
· Atmasiddhi Rachna Divas (Creation Day) – Jainism
On this day Jains celebrate that, in 1896, the poet Shrimad Rajchandra-ji (who was a spiritual guide for
Mohandas Gandhi) wrote the legendary treatise Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra, which explains the
quintessence of Jainism.
Tuesday, October 29
· Birth of the Báb — Bahá’í
Anniversary of the birth of the Báb, one of the twin Prophet founders of the Bahá’í faith, in 1819 C.E. His
nineteen disciples, known as Letters of the Living, taught his religion throughout 19th century Persia. His
shrine is located in Haifa, Israel. Bahá’ís suspend work on this day.

Wednesday, October 30
· Birth of the Bahá’u’lláh — Bahá’í
Anniversary of the birth of the Bahá’u’lláh (“Glory of God”), the founder of the Bahá’í faith, in Tehran,
Persia [modern-day Iran], in 1817 C.E. Devout followers suspend work on this day; some begin their
observance of the day on the previous day’s sundown.
Thursday, October 31 Halloween
· Reformation Day – Christianity [Protestant churches]
This day commemorates October 31, 1517 C.E., when Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the
door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany, eventually leading to the Protestant Reformation in Europe.
Most Protestant Christian churches will mark this on Sunday, October 27th.
· Samhain – Wicca
Celebration of the Celtic New Year. The dying God returns to the womb of the Goddess in preparation
for rebirth at Yule. The souls of ancestors and those who have died during the turning of the past year’s
wheel are remembered. Vegan Wiccans harvest nuts, the kernels of which symbolize wisdom.
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If you want more information about any of these holy days, please contact UCSF Health Spiritual Care
Services at 415-353-1941 (Rev. Dr. Peter Yuichi Clark).
Our thanks to the Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago, the Multifaith Action Society of
British Columbia (Canada), BBC’s Religion Website, Peel Schools District Board (Mississauga, Ontario,
Canada), the Arizona State University Provost’s Office, the NCCJ of the Piedmont Triad, the AntiDefamation League, Project Interfaith (Omaha, NE), the University of British Columbia’s Equity and
Inclusion Office, the University of Victoria Faculty of Law (British Columbia, Canada), the Center for
Spiritual and Ethical Education, and www.interfaith-calendar.org.
To subscribe to this calendar and sync it with your Google, Outlook, or iCal calendars, visit
http://ucsfspiritcare.org and select the “Resources” menu.
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