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Do something for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 2025

BY JOAN C. BROWNING

Thirty-two-vear-old Martin King was show-
ing promise to become the extraordinary ad-
vocate forr peace and social justice when [ met
him in 1961 - but he was not vet a Day He was,
though, already som eone special. He was intro-
duced in an October 1961 lecture, as a “major
prophet.” {(as a “major prophet.” he gracious-
ly gave m e an autograph, which is now in the
“Joan C. Browning papers” at Emory Univer si-
tv Library archives.)

He would greet me with “Good morning
voung lady How are vou today? when 1
would cross Auburn Avenue from
the ehab
b ¥

Student Monviolent Coordinating Comm ittee
offices to his Southern Christian Leadership
Conference offices to request stamps to mail
our press releases, [ doubt he ever knew my
name, but he was always firiendly

And then, toward the end of the decades of
the 1960s, when he was only 39 year s old, he was
assassinated His assassination was followed
shortly by that of presidential candidate Rob-
ert F Kennedy For many, their deaths marked
the tim e that the music died.

But the dream could not die. The Rew Dr
Martin Luther King Jr. becam e the symbol of
hopes for abetter world,

In 1978, only a decade after his death, legis-
lation was introduccd in the UE Congrosa to
declare the Monday closest to his Jan. 15 birth-
day a national holiday. Elected officials of both
political parties supported it. President Jimm y
Carter supported creating the King Day but it

failed to pass Congress by five votes. President

Ronald Reagan signed the law creating the

Martin Luther King Jr. Day on Nov 2, 1983,
Coretta Scott King, widow of the Rev. Dr.
King, was added as a life member of the
Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday
Comm ission in 19689 by President Geor ge
H. W Bush. Each of the 50 states could
choose whether to observe the holiday
and some were slow. Thirty-two vears of-
ter his assassination, in the year 2000, the
holiday was celebrated nationwide
West Virginia congressman Robert K,
Wise Jr. was one of the 108 congressper-
s0N% co-sponsoring the bill
It D King had lived, he would have cor-
ried on his fe's worl: foeus on elvil rights,
use of nonviolence to promote chinge, call
people to DO SOMETHING to make the world
more just, Since he is not here, we who honor
his legacy do so by celebrating Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
And, as in 2002 when Americorps VISTA
volunteer Hlizabeth Wilson helped revi-
talize the day in Lewisburg we cel-
ebrate a "day on. not a day off” to
call people into public service.
Morgantown's Community Coa-
lition for Social Justice (CCS.0)

is celebrating this Martin Luther King Jr. Day
on Monday Jan, 20, 2025 at 2 pom,

With the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute,
CCST is hosting a Zoom celebration entitled
“Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. as Rem embered
by Storytellers in the graphic novel, West Vir-
ginians" Experiences in Civil Rights.”

This film comes from CCSJ's graphic novel,
“West Virginians® Experiences in Civil Rights:
How We Have Been Connected All Along."” The
video features five of the persons in the book
who rem ember encounters with Dr. King. Eve
Faulkes and Mike Attfield are organizing the
Zoom program which will feature filmed inter-
views with Al Anderson, Rev. Ronald English,
Joan Hrowning, Lon Spencer and Sierra Velez,
all of whom are featured in the book. Al Ander-
son will also sing.

The program is free but you must register to
get the Zoom link. Registration link is https://
bit. ly/41JeS.JM

In preparation for the CCS8.J Zoom program,
groups or families might want to read the
CC8Ts graphic novel, “West Virginians' Ex-
periences in Civil Rights: How We Have Been
Connected All Along"” The book is available
locally at;

« Appalachian Gallery 270 Walnut St., Morgen.
town,

« Barnes & Noble, 3000 University Town Cene-
tre Drive, Granville

« Terra Cafe, 425 Industrial Avene, Star City

Thebook also is ovailable on Am azon as both
paperback ($15) and Kindle ($8) versions, The
eagiest way to find it is to type "Eve Faulkes"” in
the Amagon search engine

The CCST's graphic novel along with the six
sixfoot ponels that have appeared around the
state after their introduction in Morgantown's
main library and the accompanying listening
experience, all present Martin Luther King Jr
and 19608 civil rights movem ents in fresh ways,
Whatever you do on Jan, 20to recall the Rev. D
King's legacy, DO SOMETHING!
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